THE ROOSTER

L

Welcome to the TARC Monthly Newsletter : The If you're visiting for the first time... WELCOME!
Rooster. You will find information from last We'd love to know how you heard about us, and
month's meeting, details on upcoming hunts and most importantly we'd love to know more about
coin shows, results from last month's judging, you!
funnies, current news, and maybe even a few
spelling errors. If you're a returning guest, welcome back!

If you have a story or article you'd like to include in  Please, feel free to visit our website to learn more
The Rooster, let Tiffany or Charles know at leasta  about us and what we do. We hope to see you again
week before the next TARC Meeting. next month!

FRIENDLY REMINDERS

Our next meeting will be on March 3rd at 7pm at Matthews Park.

We are looking for different sites to advertise our club on. If you have any ideas, please notify Scott or Trey.

After our first meeting, we decided that we liked Matthews Park. Because it is a first come-first serve type place, our meeting
day may change every 6 months.

FEBRUARY'S BIRTHDAYS

Carl Allen - 23rd
Lee Zimmerman - 24th
Dewitt Johnson - 28th

[JPCOMING EVENTS

Texas Treasure Show - Maude Cobb Convention Center -- Longview, Texas. March 13-14.

Battle for Long King Creek - Pedigo Park - Civil War Reenactment -- Livingston, Texas. March 19-21.
http://iketurner.scv.org

Battle of Temple Junction - Civil War Reenactment. May 21-23. Contact: greg.manning@us.army.mil or
saddler@embargmail.com

[NTHE NEWS

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION The collection of structures including the main house, stand-

ARCHEOLOGISTS EXAMINE HISTORIC BERNARDO  alone kitchen, slaves’ quarters, traveler’s hostel and cabin for
PLANTATION SITE the resident doctor was where more than 100 people once lived
and worked along the banks of the Brazos River. Bernardo,

HEMPSTEAD, Texas — The site of the first and largest believed to be named after the Mexican governor of Texas at the
plantation in the Republic of Texas that once served as a time, is considered the South’s last major cotton plantation as
staging area for Gen. Sam Houston’s troops before the Battle of ~ well as the nation’s farthest westward
San Jacinto is again a hub of activity. Archeologists with the cotton plantation.



Texas Historical Commission (THC), the Community
Archaeology Research Institute, Inc. of Houston, the Houston
Archeological Society and several volunteer groups are
working to determine the plantation’s exact layout, unearthing
exciting results.

The 1822 Bernardo Plantation was the home of Jared E. Groce,
one of Stephen F. Austin’s Old Three Hundred settlers. The
1,500 acre site sits on private property owned by Houston
television station owner Greg Brown, who is also the publisher
of Cowboys and Indians magazine. Earlier radar and magnetic
detection investigations revealed what appear to be intact
remains of the plantation’s main house and evidence of brick
and sandstone chimneys. Remains of an old cistern provide a
visible hint of part of the plantation’s layout.

The historic site was discovered by Wharton pediatrician Gregg
Dimmick with the aid of fellow avocational archeologist Jim
Woodrick, who together gained access to the private property
after researching the topic.

“If you’ve read any of the early documents about the fight for
Texas independence, this plantation site figured prominently in
that,” said Jim Bruseth, director of the THC Archeology
Division. “Anybody of any importance came through here.”

Ten days before the Battle of San Jacinto, Bernardo provided
the facilities, services and a strategic location for Sam Houston
and his Texian soldiers to prepare for the Mexican army. The
Twin Sisters cannons arrived from Ohio sympathizers and
nearby, the steamboat Yellow Stone waited to ferry soldiers
across the Brazos River. Large groups of people fleeing the
approaching Gen. Santa Anna and his troops passed through as
part of what became known as the Runaway Scrape.

“With regards to Texas early history, its location in the Brazos
Valley is where the South became the West,” says Texas State
Historian Light Cummins. “Bernardo was where plantation
history began in our state with the planting of the first cotton
crop in the Austin colony, and in terms of slave humbers
remained the largest plantation in the Republic of Texas.”

Previous investigations in the summer and early fall yielded
portions of hand-held tools, wagon and harness pieces,
fragments of ceramic vessels and other household items.

“As we began to recover artifacts we were presented with some
of the most poignant experiences an archeologist can have,” said
Robert Marcom, a principal investigator with the Houston-based
nonprofit Community Archaeology Research Institute, Inc.
(CARI). “For instance, finding a heavy hoe blade that’s more
than 170 years old is a reminder of both the economic
possibilities that the early settlers hoped to exploit as well as the
terrible human cost that enslavement exacted on those who were
forced to labor under the hot Texas sun.”

CARI will continue to manage the Bernardo Plantation
Archeology Project with the assistance of the THC and
volunteers from the Texas, Houston, Fort Bend and Brazosport
archeology societies. Long term plans include partial excavation
of the site, leaving some areas for future experts to explore with
techniques not yet available. The goal is to eventually use the
site as a learning tool for archeology classes and field schools.
Researchers also hope to learn more about descendents of the
slaves who once worked the plantation, many of whom are
believed to live in and around the Hempstead area.

For more information about the Bernardo Plantation contact the
THC’s Archeology Division at 512.463.6096.

JANUARY'S JUDGING
FIRST PLACE SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE
Rich Billy Larry
OLDEST COIN 1915 Dime 1936 Half 1942 Wheat
Rich Ronnie
TOKENS 25¢ Gambling Token 5 Tokens
Norm Ronnie Larry
JEWELRY 10k Gold Ring 925 Silver Ring Heart Pendant
MILITARY, CLUB, OR Rich Larry Norm
PEND ANT Antique Eagle Button Locket Rivet
Ronnie Larry Norm
QUANTITY $14.19 $11.31 $4.17
Larry Norm Ronnie
MOST VALUABLE 14k Gold Ring James Avery Ring Ear Ring
TOYS Rich Ronnie Larry
Old Marbles Old Car Old Motorcycle
Ronnie Larry Norm
MOST NICKELS 19 10 5




COIN British Canadian
Ronnie Norm
PuLL TABS " 1
Ronnie Norm Rich
MOST UNIQUE Knife Ring Buckle
Rich Larry Ronnie
BEST COIN 1915 Dime Wheat Penny Nickle
JUDGES Trey Hilberto Jade
EDITOR'S P1CK

The Editor's Pick is just that. The Editor's favorite find of last month. It can be pricey or priceless. In mint condition or a rusty heap.

Our favorite find for last month was Norm'’s .925 James Avery Ring.

Metal Detecting
By Larry Payne

Riiiing! What's that terrible ringing noise?!

I rouse myself awake and realize it's my alarm clock; it's set for
5am. | lie there for a moment and question my sanity. What was |
thinking when | told Lee | would like to go to Galveston for a
club hunt at an old housing project?!

I probably won't find anything worthwhile. Sleep seems the better
ideal right now, but alas, I've given my word and Lee's expecting
me. Duty calls.

We are meeting members of the Houston and Montgomery Clubs
for breakfast, and then on to the Hunt Site. | sure hope the site is
not trashy; | never do well in a trashy area.

We hunt for a couple of hours, then meet and slowly detect our
way back to the truck. We then head back to Tomball.

About half-way back, I got lucky. | got a good read and dug a
nice, lovely, shiny Walking Liberty Half Dollar (1942 S).

Thanks, Lee for sending me back this way! | never would have
found it on my own. Lee has led me to several good finds in the
past (two gold rings).




A 10 minute drive and we are there...and guess what?! It's trashy!
Oh well, I can at least give it a try...

One Hour Later

| have 27 Lincoln Memorials, a clad dime, and a clad quarter. A
few pieces of junk, also.

Lee and | decide to go to another site that's been hunted heavily.
Fifteen minutes later, we arrive at the new old site.

My first target is a wheatie, and the next is an Army coat button
(WWII). Hmm...this site is trashy, with standing water, but has
some promise. Good thing we brought rubber boots.

What a great way to end the beautiful day!

After returning home, | had a chance to check all my finds from
both sites. They consisted of the following: a lot of interesting
whats-its and what-nots, five marbles, one token, one medallion,
one Army coat button, 83 Lincoln Memorials, 7 Wheat pennies, 2
nickels, 17 clad dimes, 21 clad quarters, a Walking Liberty Half
Dollar, and one honey hole (containing 7 quarters, 1 dime, 1
nickel, two pennies, and a lot of good memories).

In retrospect, maybe it was worth getting out of the warm bed at
5am after all...




